
A primary school’s journey to see the pupil behind the data.

ASSESSMENT CASE STUDY

St Mary’s C of E School

THE CHALLENGE
In recent years the education
landscape has shifted
considerably within the primary
system and following the
introduction of assessment without
levels, the school was using a
third-party assessment package
but were unhappy with the
inflexibility of the reporting, support
and the cost of the licences.

Amy Frost, Assistant Head Teacher 
at St Mary’s was the driving force
behind finding an assessment
system that would clearly track,
monitor and report on pupil
progress at all levels of attainment
to enable improved pupil outcomes
whilst freeing up teaching time and
simplifying reporting for senior
leaders.
‘I was keen to find an effective
solution to track pupil progress
from EYFS to Year 6 across the
new curriculum as easily and
simply as possible. The current
solution wasn’t delivering, and 
cost was also a factor.’

THE SOLUTION
After extensively reviewing the

market along with SIMS
Assessment, which was included
as part of their annual entitlement,
the school chose SIMS
Assessment as their solution.
Capita SIMS Assessment, 2016
Bett Award winner, recognises that
assessment should support
teaching and learning and offers
the flexibility for schools to assess
in a way that supports their policy.

The Programmes of Study within
SIMS Assessment gives teachers
access to the entire national
curriculum programmes of study
including both the statutory and
non-statutory guidance. Teachers
can record formative assessments
against any statement of the
national curriculum or provide
summative judgements for pupils
to indicate which phase of the
curriculum they are working within
for any subject or strand area. The
school also identified a need to
track pupils’ progress for spelling,
SIMS Assessment allowed the
school to create a tailor made
system for YR1 to YR6 with built in
analysis.

St Mary’s C of E School is a large primary school in North Devon. The school has a strong
ethos of aiming for the highest standards of learning and teaching throughout the school,
giving every pupil the best opportunity to succeed, alongside developing the ‘whole child’.

BACKGROUND

‘I wish to pass on my
thanks for the excellent
service I have received
from Scomis. They have
been forward thinking
and used their
knowledge of working
within schools to make
suggestions about the
layout or features of the
reports. I cannot thank
Scomis enough for the
work they have done
providing support to our
data tracking systems at
St Mary’s.
Amy Frost, Assistant Head 
Teacher, St Mary’s C of E School



Scomis partners with schools to create
tailor-made solutions to meet their needs.
For more than 30 years, we have operated 
as a not-for-profit service providing ICT 
Services to educational establishments 
from Multi Academy Trusts (MATs) to small 
rural primary schools.
We support over 700 schools in 27 LAs
nationwide

THE RESULTS

Instant analysis gives teachers sight of an individual’s 
progress towards end of year or school expectations 
while also tracking pupil attendance by class.

With the support of Scomis, their ICT partner, SIMS
Assessment was rolled out as their solution.

As the school already had SIMS Assessment, there 
were no additional costs, so they could get started 
straight away. They were saving money on expensive 
licences and saving hours no longer manipulating 
spreadsheets.

SIMS is more than just an administration tool. With SIMS 
Programmes of Study, teachers can assess and track 
student attainment and have an overview of progress 
so that gaps can be easily identified instantly, and timely 
interventions introduced and monitored for effectiveness.

By reducing the number of systems, schools save time 
and money. As all the pupil information is in one place 
schools can link progress to attendance and behaviour 
and empower teachers with the information they need to 
improve outcomes.

Working in partnership with Scomis you don’t have to 
compromise your approach to assessment to fit the rules 
of the system and our ongoing support helps you get the 
most out of your data.

ABOUT SCOMIS

Get in touch to find 
out more!
T: 01392 385300
E: scomis@devon.gov.uk
W: www.scomis.org


